A Shallow focus is defined as one that puts certain objects in focus and  leaves the leaves the rest in a blur. It is sometimes called “differential focus.” This is used in Hollywood movies to show characters during moments of deep introspection. (ex. Shot from movie Brazil) When the character is lost in his/her thoughts, literally the rest of the shot is out of focus. This shot is also used when an inanimate object has particular importance or is the subject of speculation and wonder. Shallow view is used ever so frequently to depict lovers and their apart-ness from the world and is generally used on the kiss scene at the end of most big-money productions. However, the shot from Casablanca shows the protagonists looking forward out a window, with the window drape in focus also, possibly to show them looking forward. This type of shot isolates an action and draws attention to itself often. It is the diametric opposite of mise-en-scene shot, and the deep focus shot.

